
Donald Mills Receives 
Outstanding Recognition  
by the Alabama Legislature
The Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC) at The University of West Alabama 
(UWA) pauses to recognize recent 
accomplishments received by Mr. Donald Mills, 
SBDC Director from the Alabama Legislature. 
These awards recognized his phenomenal 

accomplishments and exceptional leadership with the Black 
Belt Commission’s Small Business Committee. Mr. Mills is 
entering his sixth year with UWA and over the past twelve 
months has accomplished many milestones to include: six small 
business start ups, twelve long term client relationships, and 
over $565,000.00 capital investments through private sector 
and commercial financial institutions. One success story that he 
has featured is a business expansion in Linden, AL. This small 
business started as beauty salon and has now expanded into 
two additional entities that include a beauty supply store and a 
clothing boutique. 

 Mr. Mills is a graduate of Alabama State University and a 
native of Saraland, AL. His success can be credited to his twenty 
five years of experience with the SBDC and the Disadvantage 
Business Enterprise (DBE) Program. Mr. Mills is responsible for 
the day-to-day operations of the SBDC at UWA which serves 
five counties: Sumter, Marengo, Choctaw, Clark and Wilcox. 
The services offered include business counseling, business 
plan development, financial analysis, management consulting, 
trainings, workshops, business start-ups and expansions. 

 Mr. Mills is also a certified instructor and facilitator of 
NxLeveL Entrepreneurial, CORE FOUR, Fast Track and 
Operation JumpStart. He has also completed the University of 
Oklahoma Economic Development Institute’s Entrepreneurial 
program with a certification in Economic Development.

SBDC hosted 2012 Youth Entrepreneur 
Success Summit
The University of West Alabama’s Division of Outreach 
Services- Small Business Development Center hosted a one 
day Youth Entrepreneur Success Summit on May 8, 2012 
at the Livingston Community Center in Livingston, AL. The 
Youth Entrepreneur Success Summit is a one-day camp held 
each May in recognition of National Small Business Month. 
Approximately 65 local high school students gathered to 
hear from several speakers on everything from developing a 
business idea to business plan writing.
 Guest speakers for the 2012 Y.E.S. Summit included: 
Mr. Freddie Davis, former NFL football player and founder 
and president of Unlock the Champion, Inc. who spoke on 
success, leadership and team spirit. Mrs. Brandy Gibson, 
owner of BFG and Associates spoke on Small Business 
Protocol and Business Luncheon Etiquette. Following these 
presentations, the students were treated to a wonderful 
lunch. Mr. William Scott a young and recent business 
owner wrapped up the day by speaking to the students on 
how he is becoming successful as a small business owner 
and what it takes to become an entrepreneur. Students in 
attendance were from Sumter Central High School, Christ 
Temple Christian Academy, and the HERO program from 
Greensboro, AL. 

Disaster Preparedness Seminar
Hosted by UWA’S Small Business Development Center

The Small Business Development Center at UWA in conjunction with the Small Business Committee of Governor Bentley’s 
Black Belt Commission hosted a one day Disaster Preparedness Seminar. The seminar was held on May 24, 2012 at 
the Demopolis Higher Education Center from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The seminar provided participants with disaster 
preparedness information from Federal Emergency Management Agency, the American Red Cross-Central Alabama Office 
and the Small Business Administration.
 Donald Mills, committee chairman, said the workshop was targeted towards entrepreneurs and existing small business 
owners who may not be prepared to recover quickly after a natural disaster. “We brought together experts who could 
answer all their questions in one place,” Mills says. The workshop featured sessions that allowed participants to learn more 
about why they should plan ahead for disaster recovery, important tips on regional emergency management and what is 
included in the Red Cross Ready Tool Kit. Participating in the workshop were Donald Mills of UWA, Mike Grayson, Mayor 
of Demopolis and Wesley Glass with the American Red Cross. Collaborating Co-Sponsors included: FEMA, American Red 
Cross-Central Alabama Office and Marengo & Sumter County EMA.
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Higher Achievement Summer School 
The Division of Outreach Services was contacted by Mr. 
Justin Younker to assist Teach for America teachers in hosting 
the first week of their Higher Achievement Summer School 
on the campus of UWA. The Higher Achievement Summer 
School aims to close the achievement gap so often found in 
the Black Belt.

 Higher Achievement Summer School (H.A.S.S.) staff 
committed to the principles of leadership, scholarship, 
community, and responsibility in order to produce a well-
rounded student capable of success in both high school and 
higher education. Students living in the Black Belt of Alabama 
experience the educational injustice of the achievement 
gap during the traditional academic year as well as summer 
vacation. In the summer months, the students have few 
opportunities to build upon their education; as a result, 
H.A.S.S. strived to fill this void. By the end of the intensive 
four-week experience, the 12 students of H.A.S.S. will make 
substantial academic gains coupled with the development 
of life skills necessary to succeed in today’s rapidly evolving 
society.

 Upon gaining admission in the school, H.A.S.S. students 
spent one week of class in Sumter County, Alabama in the 
Black Belt and the three remaining weeks of class will take 
place in Birmingham. The four week H.A.S.S. curriculum 
included the complete analysis of two novels, a 6-8 page 
independently conducted research paper, IT skill building, a 
grammar boot camp, and a newly developed individualized 
math course focused on the standards present on the 
Alabama High School Graduation Exam. In addition to 
experiencing a rigorous college-prep curriculum, the 9th 
grade students had the opportunity to tour colleges and 
universities within the surrounding area, visit local attractions, 
and discover the culture of the largest metropolitan area in 
the state of Alabama.

 UWA Staff members from the Division of Outreach 
Services also participated by teaching an entrepreneurial 
curriculum during the week. The students learned many 
entrepreneurial skills over the course of five days. Students 
were able to learn more about UWA through a campus tour 
arranged by the Division with the Office of Admissions. 
Students also spent time at the UWA Library as well as 
the Student Union Building and were housed on the UWA 
campus throughout the week.

University of West Alabama and  
Tuskegee Cooperative Extension Office 
Host Youth Entrepreneur Summer Camp
The University of West Alabama’s Division of Outreach 
Services in conjunction with the Tuskegee Cooperative 
Extension Office sponsored the West Alabama Youth 
Entrepreneur Summer Camp from June 11th -15th. The five-
day camp provided thirty students from the Black Belt the 
opportunity to learn real-world business skills through an 
interactive curriculum and field trips.

 Camp participants, ranging from grades 7th -11th, gathered 
at the University to learn from small business consultants, 
university professors, and business owners about what 
is actually required to start and sustain a viable business 
operation. Camp participants were divided into teams and 
asked by camp instructors to use practical business concepts 
and principles to create a product or service that could be 
successfully marketed in West Alabama. After selecting 
business ideas, the teams were required to demonstrate their 
knowledge of actual methods used to properly legalize a 
business in the state of Alabama. 

 The camp also included a trip to Tuscaloosa and 
Birmingham Alabama. While in Birmingham, camp 
participants visited the Birmingham Civil Rights Museum. 
While in Tuscaloosa, camp participants were given a full 
tour of the Mercedes Benz International facility and heard 
messages from small business owners on how they started 
their businesses and the challenges business owners face on 
a daily basis to succeed. The camp climaxed with an award 
luncheon where groups competed for awards. Each group 
was required to present a 10-minute PowerPoint Presentation 
illustrating their formulated business idea based on lessons 
learned at camp.
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